UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549
FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Date of Report (Date of Earliest Event Reported): August 20, 2012

Hines Real Estate Investment Trust, Inc.

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Maryland 000-50805 20-0138854
(State or other jurisdiction W (I.R.S. Employer
of incorporation) File Number) Identification No.)
2800 Post Oak Blvd, Suite 5000, Houston, Texas 77056-6118
(Address of principal executive offices) W
Registrant’s telephone number, including area code: (888) 220-6121
Not Applicable

Former name or former address, if changed since |ast report
Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing isintended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under
any of the following provisions:
[ ] Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
[ ] Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a:12)
[ 1 Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

[ ] Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))




Item 7.01 Regulation FD Disclosure.

On August 20, 2012, Hines Real Estate Investment Trust, Inc. ("Hines REIT") issued a press release to announce Hines REIT's recent
leasing success at Williams Tower. A copy of such press release is furnished as Exhibit 99.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K.
Pursuant to the rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission, such exhibit and the information set forth therein are
deemed to have been furnished and shall not be deemed to be "filed" under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended.

Statementsin this Current Report on Form 8-K, including intentions, beliefs, expectations or projections relating to items such as
improving economic fundamentals and the positive impact of the increased occupancy on Hines REIT's portfolio are forward-looking
statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act and Section 21E of the Exchange Act. Such statements are based on
current expectations, plans, estimates, assumptions and beliefs that involve numerous risks and uncertainties, including, without
limitation, risks associated with the ability to retain tenants and the success and economic viability of tenants that may prove to be
incorrect or inaccurate. Important factors that could cause actual resultsto differ materially from those in the forward-looking statements
include the risks described in the “ Risk Factors” section of Hines REIT's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31,
2011 and its other filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Item 9.01 Financial Statementsand Exhibits.
(d) Exhibits-

99.1 Press Release of Hines Real Estate Investment Trust, Inc., dated August 20, 2012
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Exhibit 99.1

News Release
For Immediate Release For Further Information Contact:
August 20, 2012 George Lancaster

(713) 966-7676
George.lancaster @hines.com

HINESREIT ANNOUNCESLEASING SUCCESSAT WILLIAMSTOWER

Positive Signal for Houston Office M ar ket

(HOUSTON) — Hines REIT, the real estate investment trust sponsored by international real estate firm Hines, reported today a number of
positive leasing activities at Williams Tower, a signature property in the REIT’s portfolio, located at 2800 Post Oak Boulevard. These
activitiesinclude transactions totaling more than 120,000 sguare feet that bring the building’s occupancy to more than 95 percent leased.

“Williams Tower, at a million and a half square feet, is the largest office asset that is wholly owned by Hines REIT. The
exceptional occupancy level our team has been able to achieve is a direct reflection of the increasing demand for high-quality office
properties of the type we hold in the REIT’s portfolio, as well as the hard work of our team,” said Charles Hazen, chief executive officer
and president of Hines REIT. “We expect value creation activities like these and others to have a positive effect across the REIT's
portfolio.”

Hines' Southwest Region CEO Mark Cover said, “ The leasing success at Williams Tower, the Galleria’s most iconic building, is
aclear indicator of the improving fundamentals of the Galleria/West Loop office market. Additionally, on a more macro level, these recent
leases are further evidence that Houston's economy is progressing and companies here are becoming more optimistic about the future.”

In al of the lease transactions, Hines' Allison Knight and Russell Hodges represented the building owner, Hines REIT. Several
of these new, expanded and extended leases include:

Rockwater Energy Solutions, an oilfield service provider, signed anew lease for 46,466 square feet. The firm, which will relocate
from anearby Galleria-area building later this year, was represented in lease negotiations by Trey Strake and Jim Bailey with Cushman &
Wakefield.

“We are excited to establish our corporate headquarters in Williams Tower,” said Rockwater EVP-Chief Financial Officer Holli
Ladhani. “The building is obviously a Houston landmark, but more importantly, it provided our fast-growing company the opportunity to
functionally consolidate our support operations with adequate space for growth at afair price and in afamiliar location."

Peninsula Petroleum, a leader in the marine and bunkering trade, signed a lease for 1,622 square feet for their new Houston
office. They were represented in lease negotiations by Courtney Estenson with Cushman & Wakefield.

Quanta Services, an electric power, telecommunications broadband cable and gas pipeline industries supplier, who moved into
the building in 2011 after signing a long-term lease for approximately 90,000 square feet, is expanding within the tower by leasing an
additional 22,694 square feet. Matt Dickson and Elliott Hirshfeld with CBRE represented the firm.

Rowan Companies, amajor provider of domestic and international contract drilling services and Hines' |ongest-term tenant, has
expanded their space in the building by 22,591 square feet, bringing their total leased space to 111,763 square feet. Scott Wegmann and
Trey Strake with Cushman & Wakefield represented the firm.

Nathan Sommers Jacobs, a full-service business law firm, renewed its lease for 17,057 square feet. The firm was represented by
Andy Dillon, the firm’sin-house counsel and shareholder.

“Williams Tower features high-quality amenities and is extremely well-managed, operated and maintained by Hines,” Dillon said.
“We moved to the building in 1999, and it remains today the best fit for our needs. The long-term renewa of our lease affirms our
decades-long relationship with Hines as attorneys and tenant, and evidences our belief that Williams Tower will remain Houston's
premier office tower for the extended future.”

In recent months, Hines has made significant upgrades to Williams Tower such as: a state-of-the-art conference center for use
by tenants; enhanced |obby amenitiesincluding new planters, furniture and Wi-Fi; aMy Fit Foods restaurant; and a building concierge.




Hines manages and leases Williams Tower on behalf of Hines REIT, a Houston-based public real estate investment trust
sponsored by Hines. Hines REIT currently owns interests in 55 commercial properties, which contain 25.0 million square feet of |easable
space. For additional information about Hines REIT, please see www.hinessecurities.com/hines-reit.

Hinesisaprivately owned real estate firm involved in real estate investment, development and property management worldwide.
Thefirm's historical and current portfolio of projects that are underway, completed, acquired and managed for third partiesincludes 1,192
properties representing more than 482 million square feet of office, residential, mixed-use, industrial, hotel, medical and sportsfacilities, as
well aslarge, master-planned communities and land developments. With officesin 110 citiesin 18 countries, and controlled assets val ued
at approximately $22.9 hillion, Hines is one of the largest real estate organizationsin the world. Visit www.hines.com for more information.

This material contains forward-looking statements (such as those concerning improving economic fundamental s and the positive impact
of increased occupancy on Hines REIT’s portfolio) that are based on Hines' current expectations, plans, estimates, assumptions and
beliefs and that involve numerous risks and uncertainties, including, without limitation, risks associated with the ability to retain tenants
and the success and economic viability of tenants. Any of these statements could prove to be inaccurate, and actual events could differ
materially from those expressed or implied. Y ou are cautioned not to place undue reliance on any forward-looking statements.




